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New Plymouth iS a WHO Safe Community working toward s being injury free ������������
Taranaki KIDDS put road safety  

on national map!   

Egmont, Central & Vogeltown students at Napier conference centre 

A group of talented and articulate Taranaki children 
have put New Plymouth on the map with their 
innovative approach to promoting road safety. 
 
Seven children, aged 10-11 years old, flew to Napier 
on Monday (29th October) to present at the bi-annual 
IPNANZ (Injury Prevention Network) conference that 
celebrates best practice in safety from around the 
country. The children, from Egmont Village, Vogeltown 
and Central School, spoke about their involvement in 
the recent “Kids Involved in Driving Down Speed” 
(KIDDS) project in which local children took to the 
streets to measure vehicle speeds and road conditions 
around their school.  
 
Presenting alongside the children were Vogeltown 
Principal, Mark Luff and New Plymouth Police 
Education Officer, Constable Anna Duncan, who led 
the project involving six local primary schools. 
 

KIDSAFE WEEK 12-19 th October  
�
This year’s Kidsafe Week (12 – 19 October) coincided 
with the national Safekids Campaign, focusing on the 
prevention of unintentional childhood injuries by 
promoting safe cycling and water safety messages.  
 
Successful activities included a colouring-in 
competition organised by the TDHB Health Promotion 
Unit and Todd Energy Aquatic Centre. Over 60 entries 
were displayed at the aquatic centre during Kidsafe 
Week with lucky winners from each age group winning 
swimming lessons, goggles and swim caps. A few of 
the winning entries can be found on Page 2. 

 

 Celebrating Taranaki’s ‘Guardian Angel’  

 

Dr Alan Parsons is a true legend in the injury prevention 
world. Head of Paediatrics at the Taranaki DHB, Chair of 
Kidsafe Taranaki and Trustee for NPiS, his passion and 
commitment to child health and injury prevention is well-
known. His passion was recognised at last week’s Injury 
Prevention Network of Aotearoa New Zealand (IPNANZ) 
conference where Alan was presented with the IPNANZ 
Te Manaia award, recognising outstanding commitment 
and contribution to injury prevention in New Zealand.Te 
Manaia - the Guardian Angel - has a special role in the 
Maori world. It can be described as the unseen light 
surrounding each individual.  
 
Alan first became interested in child injury prevention 
when, early in his career, he began to ask himself what 
could be done to prevent the injuries experienced by the 
children he was treating. In the 1980’s, while in the UK, 
Dr Parsons led the development of the first national child 
injury prevention programme “Play it Safe”.  At this time 
he was working in the A&E department at Birmingham 
hospital where he set up the collection of data relating to 
child injury.  He also founded the Birmingham child injury 
prevention committee. 
 
In 1983 Dr Parsons came to New Zealand and Taranaki.  
Inspired by Dr Hugh Jackson from the Child Accident 
Prevention Trust in the UK he looked at the child injury 
hospital admissions and then gained permission to 
photograph the injury sites in the homes as a way of 
highlighting and promoting injury prevention. The New 
Plymouth Child Accident Prevention Group was founded 
by Dr Parsons in the early 1990’s, later becoming the 
legal entity known as Kidsafe Taranaki. Under Alan’s 
leadership, Kidsafe continues to develop, implement and 
evaluate excellent child injury prevention programmes. 
 
Dr Alan Parsons is one of Taranaki’s Guardian Angels! 

Further information about NPiS:      *  Channa Perry, NPiS Programme Manager, 753 7777 x8792, npis@tdhb.org.nz *     
Kath Forde, ACC, 759 0730, kath.forde@acc.co.nz *  Dr Alan Parsons, Kidsafe Taranaki, 753 6139 alan.parsons@tdhb.org.nz *              
Matiu Julian, Tui Ora, 759 4064,  matiu.julian@tuiora.co.nz  *   Craig Campbell-Smart, Community Development NPDC, 759 6060 
campbell-smartcraig@npdc.govt.nz  *  Brenda Archer, Health Promotion, 753 7799,  brenda.archer@tdhb.org.nz  *  Brett Murray, 
DoL, 759 9401, Brett.Murray@dol.govt.nz;  Fiona Prestidge, New Plymouth Police, 759 5500 fiona.prestidge@police.govt.nz 

NPiS  

New Plymouth 
Injury Safe 

              COMMUNITY  PROJECTS 

�������������������� � #25 - October 2007  



�

��������	��
���
��� �� ��������������������������������
�

� �
�

� �
�

� �
�

� �
�


